
Going
to the
dogs ...
and cats

By JODI HAUSEN

Chronicle Staff Writer

Stephanie Thielemann could 
write a book about canine care. 
In fact the 11-year-old sort of has 
written a book. But so far, she’s 
kept it pretty much to herself.

Stephanie not only runs her 
own pet-care business, she 
donates half her proceeds to the 
furry friends she loves at Heart of 
the Valley Animal Shelter.

“I’ve 
always loved 
animals 
and always 
wanted to 
run an ani-
mal shelter,” 
she said, 
while petting 

her own 17-month-old German 
short-haired pointer, Rosie.

And love turned into benefits 
for her, in the form of a little 
income. It has also generated 
about $300 in donations for the 
animal shelter. And it has meant 
her neighbors in Elk Grove 
subdivision have a responsible 
dog walker and pet sitter right at 
hand.

Stephanie spends about two 
hours weekly taking care of pets.

“People know they can leave 
them and not have to take them 
everywhere and that they’ll be 
safe,” she said.

Stephanie started research-
ing dog training and care when 
she was 9 years old and living in 
Bloomington, Ind. Since then 
she has filled a three-ring binder, 
with an apt photo of two wide-
eyed kittens on the cover, with 
pages and pages of tips and infor-
mation printed in pink, purple, 
aqua and black -- information 
she shares with her clients.

 “Potty Break” is printed across 
the top of one page in bold 
purple letters, with a matching 
purple smiley face in the center 
and a list of six suggestions on 
how to deal with dog poop.

The first tip: “Whenever your 
dog looks like it wants to go to 
the bathroom, take it outside 
right away!”

Another tip: “Make sure you 
clean up the dog’s mess at least 
once a week.”

Other pages deal with obedi-
ence training and games dogs 
love.

Stephanie also created a “re-
port card” to leave for her clients’ 
owners after she’s visited. On it 
she reports on the pet’s happiness 
level — whether she was “greeted 
warmly” or if the animal “wanted 
attention” — as well as informa-
tion about feeding, grooming 
and pooping.

“It’s to let them know I was 
there,” Stephanie said. “I just 
want clients to know how their 
animal was feeling that day.”

Jo Beatty is a retired veterinar-
ian who, until last week, worked 
at Heart of the Valley Animal 
Shelter. Beatty is also one of 
Stephanie’s clients. Stephanie 
cares for Beatty’s three cats — 
Jesse, Lisa and Harold — when 
Beatty goes out of town.

Beatty said she was so im-
pressed with Stephanie when she 
met her and hopes she’ll pursue a 
veterinary career.

“She’s not just a doe-eyed kid 
who just loves animals, she’s 
a businesswoman,” she said. 
“She has all the elements (to 
be a good veterinarian) — the 
intelligence, commitment and 
compassion.

 
(More on Dogs, Page A7)
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By RACHEL HERGETT

Chronicle Staff Writer

Green driving starts with the car
Helen and John Taylor have 

made a name for themselves 
by teaching the rest of us how 
to drive not only safer, but more 
economically. 

Along the way they have picked 
up 38 fuel-economy driving world 
records, including the Guinness 
World Record for the lowest fuel 
consumption across the 48 con-
tiguous United States this past 
September. 

In a 9,419-mile trip, the Taylors 
averaged 58.82 miles per gallon, 
a whopping 853 miles per tank.

But the Taylors didn’t do it by 
stingy driving alone. They had the 
help of the 2009 Green Car of the 
Year, the clean diesel Volkswagen 
Jetta TDI. 

“Green car” standards are 
based on overall environmental 
performance and take into ac-
count both fuel efficiency and 
carbon emissions. The Jetta 
TDI beat out a pair of hybrids, a 
BMW clean diesel sedan and an 
electric smart car to take the top 
honor, announced at the auto 
show in Los Angeles in November.

According to greencar.com, the 
Jetta TDI “breaks new ground in 
the field of clean diesels, achiev-
ing emissions certification in 
all 50 states without the use of 
special additives or extraordinary 
measures.” 

For the average driver, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
has estimated the car’s fuel 
economy at 29 mpg in the city 
and 40 mpg on the highway. 

But reviewers have found it may 
perform much better than that. 

“In my week with the Jetta it 
became clear that the VW can 
indeed top 50 mpg if you stay 
under 60 mph and treat the gas 
pedal as if there’s an egg under 
it,” wrote Lawrence Ulrich of the 
New York Times. “When I flowed 
with traffic at 65 to 70 mph, 
and made no effort to goose the 
mileage, the VW posted 42 mpg. 
And in city driving, the Jetta hit 
32 mpg, again topping its official 
rating.”

The Taylors chronicled their 
journey across the states and 
share driving tips on their Web 
site, www.fuelacademy.com. The 
2009 Volkswagen Jetta TDI is 
available locally from the Montana 
Import Group east of town on the 
frontage road.

Bigger bakery
While the date isn’t set in 

stone, Sweet Pea Bakery owner 
Seth Ward is “pretty confident” 
the bakery’s new store will be 
open by Wednesday.

Tired of operating without 
elbowroom in the tiny 500-square-
foot basement below Over the 
Tapas on South Willson Avenue, 
Seth and his wife Carrie are 
moving the bakery into the space 
previously occupied by Bridger 
Ridge Homemade Ice Cream at 
2622 W. Main St.

“It was awesome to have a 
roommate when we were first 
starting,” Seth said, but over time 
the bakery’s business has grown 
and the Wards decided a move 
would be in their best interest. 

Plus, he said, there’s more 
parking at the new place.

“People don’t have to walk a 
block to pick up their dessert and 
then walk another block with it 
back to their car,” Seth said.

The bakery will also expand its 
offerings and hours. Carrie will be 
busy whipping up muffins, scones 
and cinnamon rolls to offer for 
breakfast, along with granola 
selections and a quiche of the 
day. And, since the move means 
double the display space, Sweet 
Pea Bakery will now have takeout 
items for larger crowds – namely 
the signature and classic cakes 
for special occasions.

“Our demographic is people 
that understand why you don’t go 
buy the average grocery cake,” 
Seth said. “We’re really trying to 
push quality local ingredients and 
have gone to all local flour, oil, 
eggs and oats.”

And even though they are no 
longer roommates, Over the 
Tapas will continue to offer a 
limited selection of the bakery’s 
desserts with its menu.

The bakery is online at http://
sweetpeabakery.net/ and will be 
open from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. start-
ing later this week.

Rachel Hergett may be reached 
at rhergett@dailychronicle.com or 
582-2603.

Children’s Museum marks Year of the Ox
By NATASHA COLLINS

For the Chronicle

The Children’s Museum of Bozeman 
was a sea of red, the color of luck in 
Chinese culture, on Sunday as children 
and their parents celebrated Chinese 
New Year. 

Faces were painted, zodiac animals 
colored and wearable ox horns decorated 
as families carried on a tradition started 
four years ago by Southwest Montana 
parents who have adopted Chinese chil-
dren and want to preserve that cultural 
heritage, said Susan Denson-Guy, execu-
tive director of the museum. Over 100 
people participated in this Chinese New 
Year and Spring Festival.

The event has grown to include 
people such as Jin Lian Zhang and her 
family. Jin Lian Zhang, or Grace, and her 
husband left their small village of 200 
people in northern China when her hus-

band was accepted to complete his Ph.D. 
in Michigan. In 2004, they moved with 
their three daughters to Bozeman to ac-
cept jobs at Montana State University.  

The Children’s Museum festivities 
and decorations were similar to those 
in China, where New Year’s celebra-
tions include many activities for chil-
dren, she said. 

“It’s great that people from all 
around the world can learn about a 
new culture,” she said. 

In China, the New Year and Spring 
Festival last for more than two weeks 
and include an array of parades, lan-
tern festivals, fireworks and feasts. 

Always, the festivities celebrate the zo-
diac sign of the coming year.  The com-
ing year is the Year of the Ox. People 
born in the Year of the Ox are strong, 
confident, quiet and reliable. Coinciden-
tally, President Obama is an ox.  

 
(More on Museum, Page A7)

County set

to take up

$32M sale

of jail bonds
By Chronicle Staff

Gallatin County com-
missioners are scheduled 
to vote on the sale of $32 
million in general obliga-
tion bonds for the new 
Gallatin County jail when 
they meet Tuesday. 

The commissioners will 
also discuss aspects of 
the jail project at several 
other meetings this week, 
including a construction 
project update Monday 
at 9:30 a.m.; an update on 
the “guaranteed maxi-
mum price” from Martel 
Construction, Inc., at 8:30 
a.m. Wednesday; and a 
weekly update Friday at 
9:30 a.m. All meetings 
are held in the Gallatin 
County Courthouse on 
West Main Street. 

When the Gallatin 
County Commission 
meets Tuesday morning 
at 9 a.m. the agenda in-
cludes seven other public 
hearings and decisions 
regarding: 

 a petition to annex 
the town of West Yellow-
stone into the Hebgen 
Basin Fire District; 

 appointments to the 
Bridger Canyon Rural Fire 
District and the Historic 
Preservation Board; 

 amending the Gal-
latin City-County Health 
Department’s fiscal year 
2009 budget to include 
a $9,000 Montana State 
University Napa grant 
and $20,000 from the 
Montana State Health 
Department-Montana 
Learning Collaborative for 
educational information 
and improvements; 

 
(More on County, Page A7)

Budget cuts 
on tonight’s 
city agenda

By Chronicle Staff

The Bozeman City 
Commission will discuss 
spending reductions in the 
current general fund when 
it meets at 6 tonight.

The commission will 
also consider:

 Establishing a Boze-
man Tourism Business 
Improvement District; 

 Land-use options 
for the Story Mansion 
property;

 A staff report on the 
status of various city-
owned lands;

 The water fund and 
wastewater fund plans 
within the Capital Im-
provements Program for 
fiscal years 2010 to 2014.

 Appointments to the 
Wetland Review Board.

The commission meets 
at City Hall, 121 N. Rouse 
Ave.

A R E A  N E W S  D I G E S T

Seniors should apply for 

homeowner/renter credit
Montanans who were 62 or 

older as of Dec. 31 should check 
to see whether they qualify for 
Montana’s elderly homeowner/
renter tax credit for 2008.

Those who answer “yes” to 
the following questions may be 
eligible for the credit.

 Were you age 62 or older as 
of Dec. 31, 2008?

 Did you reside in Montana 
for nine months or more during 
2008?

 Did you occupy Montana 
residence(s) as an owner or renter 
a total of 6 months or more dur-
ing 2008?

 Was your total gross house-
hold income less than $45,000 in 
2008?

The state of Montana allows 
those who qualify to take a credit 
for a portion of their property 
taxes or rent paid. The credit 

can be used against their state 
income tax liability or as a direct 
refund, if they are not required 
to file a state income-tax return. 
Only one claim is allowed per 
household.

To determine eligibility, 
complete Form 2EC. The forms 
are available at libraries, post of-
fices, tax preparers, state revenue 
department offices, or online at 
http://mt.gov/revenue.  

Those eligible for the tax credit 
in prior years who didn’t take 
advantage of it are still allowed to 
file for up to five years from the 
original due date of the Form 2EC. 

For more information or to 
get help, call (406) 444-2830 or 
1-866-859-2254.  

Big Sky Institute launches 

blog, seeks contributors
Montana State University’s 

Big Sky Institute has launched a 
blog, “A Closer Look: Climate, 

Wildlands, People,” containing 
information and resources on cli-
mate, wildlands and people in the 
greater Yellowstone ecosystem. 

The blog, at http://bsi.mon-
tana.edu/acloserlook, focuses on 
science information pertinent 
to the region. It already contains 
information on topics such as 
mountain pine beetles and native 
coldwater fish. In the future, it 
will also include a photo gallery 
and multimedia pieces, according 
to Twila Moon, assistant director 
of institute. 

BSI is seeking other experts to 
contribute to the blog through 
occasional or regular postings or 
by forwarding science informa-
tion of interest. Contributors 
do not need to be affiliated with 
MSU. 

For more information, call 
994-7977 or 993-9355 or e-mail 
twila.moon@montana.edu or 
tkipfer@montana.edu.

From Chronicle news sources
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Stephanie Thielemann is seen walking one of her charges in the 

Elk Grove subdivision.

11-YEAR-OLD HAS THRIVING PET-CARE BUSINESS

NICK WOLCOTT/CHRONICLE

Chris Terfloth was busy painting faces at the Chi-

nese New Year celebration at the Children’s Mu-

seum on Sunday. Terfloth painted many oxen, this 

is the Year of the Ox, “Happy New Year” in Chinese 

characters, and here, Ursula Vlases gets a kitty.



 amending the Noxious 
Weed District’s 2009 bud-
get to $1,786 in Montana 
Department of Agriculture 
revenues;

 an intent to revise the 
county’s growth policy to 
include the proposed Gal-
latin Gateway Community 
Plan and future land-use 
map;

 a conditional-use per-
mit for the Huttinga gravel 
pit to comply with the Gal-

latin County Interim Zon-
ing Regulation regarding 
operations that mine sand 
and gravel or mix concrete 
and batch asphalt; 

 and preliminary 
approval for the Wind-
mill Acres subdivision, 
including a request for 
a variance from county 
subdivision regulations on 
the right-of-way width on 
an access road. 

The commissioners’ 

regular Wednesday after-
noon meeting has been 
canceled due to lack of 
agenda items.

Other meetings on tap 
this week include a legis-
lative update on Monday 
morning at 10:30 and a 
County Planning Board 
meeting at 6 p.m. Tues-
day, both in the court-
house. And the Gravel 
Pit Task Force meets at 

7:30 a.m. Wednesday in 
the courthouse to discuss 
work on the interim 
zoning regulations that 
apply to new or expanded 
gravel pits. The regula-
tions can be viewed at 
www.gallatin.mt.gov/
planning or call Heidi 
Jensen (Belgrade Plan-
ning) at 388-4994.

Great Expectations 

honors course open
Montana State Univer-

sity may have a few spots 
remaining for students 
interested in an Honors 
Great Expeditions class 
on global poverty that will 
culminate in a two-week 
tour of the Dominican 
Republic at the end of the 
spring semester.

“Perspectives on Global 
Poverty: Micro-lending 
and Ecotourism in the 
Dominican Republic” 
is a three- credit course 
taught by Lori Lawson. 
The course, which meets 
Wednesday evenings, in-
cludes readings on poverty 
alleviation theories and on 
the history and culture of 
the Dominican Republic.

During the tour, 
students will witness the 
micro-lending process in 
action during a field tour 
with a non-governmental 
organization, and help a 
family of Haitian sugar 
cane workers build a ce-
ment floor for their hut. 
The tour will include a 
few days at an eco-ad-
venture lodge, and other 
activities.

The expedition is sched-
uled May 10-22, and the 
expected cost is less than 
$1,800, including airfare.

For course informa-
tion, contact Lawson at 
Lori_Lawson@msn.com. 
Application deadline is 
Monday, Jan. 26.

Emotional freedom

techniques discussed
Interfaith Ministry of 

Gallatin Valley’s Rev. Kath-
ryn Rayner will offer a 
free lecture on “Attracting 
Abundance with Emotion-
al Freedom Techniques” 
at the Bozeman Public 

Library, Feb. 2 at 7 p.m.
 Learn to use these tech-

niques to dissolve limiting 
beliefs and psychological 
stresses. “EFT is an emo-
tional, needle-free version 
of acupuncture that is 
based on new discoveries 
regarding the connec-
tion between your body’s 
subtle energies, your emo-
tions, and your health,” 
Rayner said. 

For more information, 
call 556-5876 or visit 
www.imgv.org.

Registration begins

for Supersitter class
Child Care Con-

nections is offering a 
Supersitter baby-sitting 
class on Saturday, Feb. 
21, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Bozeman Deaconess 
Hospital. Registration 
is required by 5 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 30.

Open to youth 11 
years or older, the course 
covers infant and child 
choking response and 
rescue breathing, first aid, 
babysitting basics, infant 
care, guidance and child 
development.

Cost is $35 and includes 
lunch, snack and materi-
als.

For information and 
registration, call Kami at 
Child Care Connections, 
587-7786.

Classes will be offered 
throughout the year; call 
for other dates. Classes 
close when full, or are 
canceled if minimum par-
ticipation is not met.

MSU student named

NASA ambassador
A Montana State Uni-

versity graduate student 
in physics has been 
named a NASA student 

ambassador, charged 
with giving presentations 
across the state on NASA 
programs.

Joey Key, one of 46 
undergraduate and gradu-
ate students selected for 
the national program, 
will give presentations to 
elementary and secondary 
schools, on Indian reser-
vations and at community 
gatherings. 

The presentations are 
intended to get youth 
excited about science, 
particularly about NASA 
discoveries in astrophys-
ics, planetary science and 
solar physics. 

Key said she expects 
to complete her doctoral 
work at MSU in May 2010. 
Her thesis, “Early Uni-
verse Cosmology,” focuses 
on gravitational wave 
astronomy.

The National Space 
Grant Foundation man-
ages the student ambas-
sadors program through a 
grant from NASA. 

For more information, 
contact Angela Des Jardins 
at desjardins@physics.
montana.edu.

Douglas to lecture

Thursday at MSU
Trevor Douglas, one of 

two recently named letters 
and science distinguished 
professors at Montana 
State University, will give 
his inaugural lecture at 5 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 29, in 
the Procrastinator Theater 
in MSU’s Strand Union 
Building.

The lecture, “Explora-
tions in Science: Inspira-
tion and Lessons from 
Biology, Geography and 
Art,” will be followed by 
a reception in the Leigh 
Lounge. The public is 
welcome.

Douglas, a professor 
in the department of 
chemistry and biochem-
istry, joined the faculty in 
2001. He is internation-
ally recognized for his 
pioneering research in the 
field of nanoscience, or 
the science of controlling 
matter on an atomic and 
molecular scale.

Storybook, outdoor

classes set for kids
During February, the 

Bozeman Recreation De-
partment will offer a spe-
cial storybook program 
for preschool children on 
Mondays and Wednes-
days. Children will learn 
about their favorite story-
book characters through 
crafts, music and other 
activities.

 Ages 2 and 3, along 
with an adult, will meet 
from 10 to 10:45 a.m., 
and ages 3-5 from 11 
to 11:45, at the Beall 
Park Recreation Center, 
415 N. Bozeman Ave. 
Fee is $20 for Boze-
man residents, $25 for 
nonresidents. Advance 
registration is required 
at the Beall Park center, 
or by phone with a credit 
card, 582-2290.

An outdoor adventure 
class for children in kin-
dergarten through grade 
five will be offered on 
Tuesdays, Feb. 3-24 from 
3:45 to 5:45 p.m. at the 
Lindley Center, 1102 E. 
Curtiss. Participants will 
learn skills that will help 
keep them safe outdoors 
during the winter.

Fee is $20 for Bozeman 
residents, $25 for nonresi-
dents; advance registration 
required.

For more information, 
call 582-2290.

From Chronicle news sources

ROBERT M. BECKMAN
Robert Morris Beckman 

passed away Saturday, 
Jan.10,

 
in Parker, Ariz. 

He was born the young-
est of nine children on 
Jan. 5,

 
1935, in Baker, 

Mont. to 
Alick and 
Mabel 
Beckman. 
He moved 
to Kinsey, 
Mont. as 
a young 
child and 
gradu-
ated from 
Custer 
Country 
High School in Miles City, 
Mont. in 1953. 

He married Wilma Pope 
of Miles City in June, 
1958, and had one child, 
Eric, together. 

He spent his career 
in the Soil Conservation 
Service working in many 

Montana area offices 
before moving to Boze-
man in 1986 and retiring 
in 1994. 

Along the way he took 
two breaks to work with 
the USAID organization in 
Swaziland, Africa. While 
there, he worked as a 
civil engineer helping to 
design and implement 
irrigation and community 
water systems. 

Survivors include his 
wife; Wilma; his son Eric; 
his sister, Betty (Ben) 
Hansen of Miles City;  his 
sister-in-law, Emma Beck-
man of Miles City; his 
brother, Wayne (Charlotte) 
Beckman of Tacoma, 
Wash.; his sister-in-laws, 
Maxine Beckman of Taco-
ma and Barbara (Butch) 
Armstrong of Kalispell, 
Mont.; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

A memorial was held in 
Quartzsite, Ariz. where he 

spent his winters enjoying 
the weather, playing his 
accordion and relaxing 
with friends.  
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Bozeman
Back

&Neck

Clinic

Your Complete 

chiropractic center

www.backandneckclinics.com

Dr. Ron Hecht Dr. Greg Hoell

Participating Chiropractors For
New West Health Services. Cold Cereal

Chunky Soup
Canned Pears

Cream of  Wheat
Chicken Noodle Soup

Pasta

1007 W. College  Bozeman

406.587.9610

www.sathereye.com

Professional Full Service Vision Care For All Ages

The assurance that you have someone to provide quality 
up-to-date vision care. Thomas C. Sather, O.D.

Police reports
The Bozeman Police 

Department reports for 
Saturday included the 
following:

 A person was warned 
for jaywalking across 
Main Street around noon.

A female entered a 
bar Saturday night using 
her identification but 
then left and returned. A 
short time later a different 
female attempted to enter 
the bar with the same 
identification. Both fled 
and the identification was 
confiscated.

Officers checked on 
the welfare of a man who 
had slept in his car.

A concerned person 
reported a man at a gam-
ing machine repeatedly 
falling asleep at a bar on 
Main Street.  

It was reported that a 
man stole two 30-packs of 
Keystone Light from a gas 
station.

Officers broke up a 
party of about 100 people 
when it was reported that 
the bass music was “rat-
tling the walls.” 

A vehicle was stopped 
for poor driving at about 
10:30 p.m.  The female 
driver was found to be 
DUI and was arrested.  
A report was later made 
that the same female had 
struck several cars in the 
Molly Brown parking lot 
and drove the wrong way 
down a one-way street.

The Gallatin County 
Sheriff’s Office reports 
for Saturday included the 
following:

A vehicle stopped on 
an off ramp from I-90 at 
approximately 2 a.m. The 
driver had fallen asleep at 
the wheel and was subse-
quently arrested for DUI.

A vehicle slid off the 
road and took out a stop 
sign by West Cameron 
Bridge Road.

A man called with 
questions regarding the 
transport of liquor and 
about how many char-
acters are allowed on a 
license plate.  

A citizen reported 
receiving harassing phone 
calls once a week about a 
warranty service.

A young woman 
reported a man spying 
though her window.  After 
reporting the incident 
she spent the night at a 
friend’s house.

The inmate population 
at the Gallatin County jail 
included the following:  

The jail held 56 
inmates.

An additional 17 
inmates were being held 
in other jails.

Calendar
TUESDAY

Adult Children of Alco-
holics and Other Dysfunc-
tional Families, a 12-step 
program, 7:30 p.m., 
Pilgrim Congregational 
Church, 2118 S. Third 
Ave. (corner of Third and 
Hill Street), Bozeman; 
nonsmoking; call first, Pat, 
585-9241.

Al-Anon, New Leaf 
Women’s Group meeting, 
5:30 p.m., First Baptist 
Church, 120 S. Grand Ave.; 
contact Katie at 581-4543.

Belgrade Senior Center: 
oil painting class, 9-11 

a.m.; volunteer training, 
11 a.m.; foot clinic, 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. by appoint-
ment only; haircuts by ap-
pointment only; 388-4711.

Bozeman Public Li-
brary, “Books and Babies” 
for infants 0-2 and parent 
or caregiver; 10 a.m. and 
1 p.m., large community 
room; 582-2404.

Bozeman Rotary Club, 
noon, Holiday Inn.

Bozeman Senior Cen-
ter: aerobics combo, 9 
a.m.; cross-country skiing, 
9 a.m.; creative writing, 10 
a.m.; yang tai chi, 10:30 
a.m.; arthritis tai chi, 11:30 
a.m.; bingo, 1 p.m.; Silver 
Sneakers exercise, 1 p.m.; 
586-2421.

Changed Attitudes 
Al-Anon group, 7:30 p.m., 
Belgrade Community 
Church, 119 S. Broadway; 
call 388-1029.

Chord Rustlers, bar-
bershop singers, 7 p.m., 
Grace Bible Church, 
3625 S. 19th, Bozeman; 
580-1227.

Narcotics Anonymous: 
Recovery Connection 
closed meeting, 7 p.m., St. 
James Episcopal Church, 
5 W. Olive St., call Ned, 
595-0582, or Wally, 
599-5361.

The Next Step Group, 
noon-1 p.m., Pilgrim 
Congregational Church, 
2118 S. Third Ave., Boze-
man; call Nancy Stetter, 
587-2334.

Overeaters Anony-
mous, 12-step meeting, 
6:30 p.m., Grand Av-
enue Christian Church 
parlor meeting room; 
1-917-204-6733.

Red Cross blood draw-
ing, 1 to 6 p.m., Medical 
Arts Suite 105-A, 300 N. 
Willson Ave., for informa-
tion and appointments, 
call 587-2790; walk-ins are 
welcome.

RSVP Handcrafters, 9 
a.m.-noon, upstairs at the 
Bozeman Senior Center , 
807 N. Tracy Ave.; volun-
teers knit, crochet and sew 
items to sell and donate to 
individuals and families in 
need; all ages 55 or older 
are welcome; 587-5444.

TOPS No. 106 Belgrade, 
5:45 p.m., Belgrade Com-
munity Church base-
ment, 119 S. Broadway, 
388-1681.

TOPS No. 169, weigh-
in 5:15-5:45 p.m.; meet-
ing 5:45-6:15 p.m., First 
Lutheran Church, 225 S. 
Black Ave., 587-4026 or 
587-3622.

The Wellness Commu-
nity: Living with Cancer 
Network, noon; 1820 W. 
Lincoln St. Suite B, Boze-
man, 582-1600.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Meetings

An open meeting of 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
welcomes anyone in the 
community; a closed 
meeting is limited to 
those wishing to stop 
drinking. For information, 
time and locations of 
meetings held in Gal-
latin, Madison and Park 
counties call the Montana 
area answering service 
at 585-4079 or toll-free 
1-800-655-4069.

Al-Anon Meetings
Al-Anon is a support 

group for families and 
friends of alcoholics. 
Al-Anon holds numerous 
meetings in the Gallatin 
Valley. For information on 
meeting times and loca-
tions, call 599-8240.

RECORDS
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BIEDRON — Frances 
Biedron, 87, of Bozeman.  
Funeral Mass will be 10 
a.m. Monday at Holy 
Rosary.

HENDERSON — 
Carroll Henderson, 92, 
of Bozeman.  A Funeral 
Service will be held at 11 
a.m. Saturday at United 
Methodist Church.  

BORDER — Geraldine 
Border, 91, of Boze-
man, passed away Friday. 
Services will be held in 
Washington.

VELLINGA — John 
Vellinga, 80, of Bozeman, 
passed away Saturday.  
Services are pending.

Condolences to families 
at www.dahlcares.com

Beckman
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“She’s confident, intel-

ligent and informed. She 
researched and educated 
herself and then to turn 
around and donate half 
her proceeds to the shelter 
is just remarkable.” 

When Beatty learned 
that Stephanie would be 
leaving her a kitty report 
card, she gulped, she said.

Her first thought was 
that her cats might not 
score so well. 

“I’m sure somebody’s 
going to be held back,” she 

joked. “But all my kids 
did well. I lined them all 
up and threatened them 
(beforehand).”

Stephanie concentrates 
her services, for which she 
charges $5 to $10 a visit, 
in her Elk Grove neigh-
borhood. Her contact 
information may be found 
on the bulletin board of 
the community’s Web site 
(elkgrovecommunity.org).

Jodi Hausen can be 
reached at jhausen@daily-
chronicle.com or 582-2630.

Dragons are another 
zodiac sign, the most 
desirable in fact, since 
they are thought to bring 
luck and prosperity and 
are considered by the 
Chinese to be one of the 
highest forms of divinity. 
Dragons are incorporated 
into every New Year’s 
celebration, with hand-
crafted dragons up to 100 

feet long paraded down 
Chinese streets.

The museum event 
incorporated Chinese 
cultural events, including 
a brush-painting dem-
onstration and a Tai Chi 
lesson. 

Tai Chi, a slow-moving 
Chinese martial art 
usually practiced for its 
health benefits, is good 

for people of any age, said 
Mike Shontz of Bozeman, 
a Tai Chi devotee.  He said 
its principle of balance is 
especially important here 
in Montana, since it helps 
young and old with every-
thing from walking on ice 
to hiking. 

The event was largely 
organized and made pos-
sible due to help from a 

wide array of volunteers, 
including a team of RSVP 
retirees who decorated 
and supervised, Denson-
Guy said. 

“All these different 
people contributed to 
make this a great event,” 
she said. 

Natasha Collins is at 
natasha@dailychronicle.
com.


